EU Georgia Annual Human Rights Dialogue 
Brussels, 2 July 2020
The EU and Georgia held the 13th round of their annual Human Rights Dialogue by video-conference on 2 July 2020. Reviewing the developments since the previous HRD in May 2019
, this dialogue allowed as previously for an open, constructive exchange on the human rights situation in Georgia, on Georgia's commitment to making sustainable progress in human rights protection and on the latest developments with the EU's policy for the promotion and protection of democracy and human rights. 

The sides stressed their commitment to the universality of human rights for all, regardless of religion or belief, race, sex, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability or other. The EU and Georgia welcomed progress on human rights protection in Georgia. They acknowledged the particular challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic to international human rights protection.
The EU reaffirmed its support to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders. The EU expressed concerns about the continued deterioration of the human rights situation in the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, affecting in particular ethnic Georgians, especially with regard to restriction of freedom of movement, including for health care and access to other social services, property rights 
and education in mother tongue, as well as about the persistent obstacles to the safe and dignified return of internally displaced persons and refugees to their homes. The EU encouraged increased efforts in addressing the fate of missing persons with a view to giving closure. 
The EU raised the continued importance of ambitious electoral reforms arising from the OSCE/ODIHR Electoral Observation Mission’s report on the October/November 2018 Presidential elections and hoped that the election package addressing these recommendations is approved by Parliament in the coming weeks. (Placeholder for reference to the constitutional amendments). Both sides agreed on the importance of maintaining a free and pluralistic media environment, and political pluralism as a prerequisite for the conduct of democratic elections, including in the context of the forthcoming legislative elections. The EU encouraged Georgia to make tangible progress with increasing the participation of women and national minority representatives in politics as in all areas of public life. The parties agreed on the importance of the fundamental freedoms including freedom of expression and freedom of assembly and committed to upholding them for all.  
The EU recalled the importance of combating all forms of discrimination and welcomes Georgia's efforts to continue ensuring the effective implementation of its anti-discrimination law. Furthermore, the EU encouraged Georgia's continued efforts to end all forms of gender-based discrimination and called for protection and better integration of those belonging to vulnerable groups including LGBTI persons. 
The EU and Georgia agreed on the key role of civil society.  The EU encouraged Georgia to continue integrating the voice of civil society into the policy making process.  The valuable ongoing work of the Public Defender's Office and the new State Inspectorate Service was also discussed and the EU and Georgia agreed on the important role of independent oversight bodies in holding governments to account and in shaping laws, policies and attitudes to pursue their mandate to promote and protect human rights.
The EU recalled the continued importance of implementing commitments related to the Istanbul Convention aimed at preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.  Preventive action, case investigation and protection of victims remain at the core of progress 
The EU welcomed progress in the implementation of the Law on Occupational Safety to all economic sectors and once again encouraged further efforts to ensure that the labour inspectorate is transformed into a fully-fledged labour inspectorate. The EU welcomed the adoption of the Child Rights Code and progress with the Juvenile Justice Code as part of the necessary efforts to address the situation of children in vulnerable situations and children in situations of extreme poverty. The EU stressed the importance of finalising the deinstitutionalisation process. The EU also encouraged Georgia to progress on legislation and coordinated efforts to deliver real benefits in the lives of persons with disabilities.  
The EU noted the ongoing progress made and priority attached by Georgia in preventing torture and ill-treatment and looked forward to the continued implementation of all recommendations of last year's Committee on the Prevention of Torture visit report and of the National Preventive Mechanism. 

The parties also agreed to continue to identify ways to further develop their good cooperation on human rights related matters in multilateral fora, including the UN, OSCE and the Council of Europe and agreed on the importance of strengthening multilateralism.  

In line with its policy of consulting civil society ahead of its meetings on human rights, the EU drew on the valuable input of Georgian and international NGOs and international and regional organisations active in Georgia.

The Georgian delegation was headed by Mr. Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs while the EU delegation was led by Mr Richard Tibbels, Head of Division in the European External Action Service. The dialogue took place back-to-back with the Justice, Freedom and Security Subcommittee meeting on 1 July. The next Human Rights Dialogue between the EU and Georgia is scheduled to take place in Tbilisi in 2021.

�The aim is to make it clear that we did not only discuss the situation right now (with the COVID crisis) but more broadly about the overall trend.


�Duplication, we already have “affecting in particular ethnic Georgians”





